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M o n t h l y  N e w s l e t t e r

Black Butte School is a public K-8, two-room schoolhouse nestled in community of Camp Sherman, OR
To learn more about our programs contact Head Teacher, Delaney Sharp 541-595-6203

Note from the Head Teacher, Delaney Sharp
Here at Black Butte School (BBS) we are excited for 
another year of learning and adventure. BBS is truly a 
one of a kind place with an education model that just 
doesn’t exist in many places. This is partly out of 
necessity as we operate out of a historic two-room 
school house and teach a small number of students 
spread across grades K-8. This unique set up has led 
the school to innovate as we strive to provide a high 
quality, individualized education to all our students. 
The wide range of learning opportunities at BBS is a 
result of these efforts and a reflection of the vast 
amount of knowledge and skills that young people 
need to be successful in the 21st century. 

In addition to our continuous focus on providing high 
quality education in the core subjects of math, 
language arts, science, and social studies, students will 
study a variety of other subjects. These will include 
learning about the Metolius basin, robotics, 
performing arts, foreign language, computer literacy, 
music, visual arts, and character development. In 
science, students will focus on microbiology including 
cells and genes. Students will learn about early U.S. 
history in Social Studies this year. As you can imagine, 
this wide range of offerings is challenging to deliver 
for a school our size, but critical for students’ success. 
BBS is proud to continue the legacy of providing a 
high quality education in a beautiful rural setting.  

Special Projects at BBS, by  Jennie Sharp
There are lots of exciting projects that we are 
working closely with our Parent Teacher Organizaion 
to fundraise for this year. Coming up this fall we are 
hosting a gear swap event with Hike N Peaks in Sisters 
on October 6th 10AM-4PM to raise funds for our Ski & 
Ride Program. We are collecting donations of any 
type of outdoor gear in good condition to sell in the 
swap. You are also invited to sell your own gear and 
BBS will get 25% of what you sell it for. If you want to 
sell your gear, bring it with a price tag attached 
(including your phone number) to Hike N Peaks by 
October 5th. If you want to donate it to BBS, please 
bring it to school. 

We are also working on the beginning stages of 
replacing the playground equipment. In the coming 
weeks the PTO and school will be planning what we 
hope to replace it with, as well as how we'll 
fundraise. We hope that the community will be 
involved in the visioning and fundraising processes, as 
many kids use the playground year-round. 

Report from the District Clerk,  Shawn Russell
The 2018-19 school year is off to a spectacular start!  
The school board generously supported our proposed 
budget for the school year, and we are now in the 
midst of planning the many educational and fun 
experiences this budget affords.  We have a large 
student body this year, and if you have kids-sized ski 
or snowboard equipment to donate, we can 
probably make use of it. We also welcome books 
published after 2010. We look forward to seeing you 
on school committees and at community activities this 
year! Feel free to stop by my office anytime for more 
information about the many happenings at Black 
Butte School.  Thanks for all you do for our little school. 

Staff Spotlight,  Phoenix Ries
BBS is excited to introduce our 
n e w C h i l d D e v e l o p m e n t 
Specialist, Phoenix Ries. Phoenix 
comes to BBS with over 35 years 
of work in children’s mental 
health, including many years in 
public schools. She also has 
experience teaching yoga. 
Phoenix will provide character 
development and mindfulness classes, and 
counseling for students. She is enjoying getting know 
all of our students and welcomes opportunities to talk 
or meet with community members and families. 


