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Black Butte School is a public K-8, two-room schoolhouse nestled in community of Camp Sherman, OR
To learn more about our programs contact Head Teacher, Delaney Sharp 541-595-6203

Metolius Fish Report: Raising Salmon, by 
Makiah (grade 6)
I am writing this month’s article about raising salmon 
and the stages of the chinook salmon. Raising chinook 
salmon takes work. One of the materials we need to 
raise them is a cooling system. Chinook like very cool 
water. They like it to be about fifty to sixty 
degrees.They also need a water filter. This provides 
lots of oxygen and a clean tank for them to develop 
in. Salmon are very strong fish and very intelligent.

Salmon have a very hard and short life, but they get 
to use it for their future and our future. The salmon 
have a variety of stages they go through, about 
seven stages total. The first stage is green at zero 
days. Next is the eyed stage at thirty days. Then 
there is the sac-fry stage at sixty nine days. The fourth 
stage is the swim-up-fry 
at ninety two days. The 
fifth is button-up-fry that 
is at one hundred fifteen 
days. The last two stages 
are the smolt stage, and 
finally the adult stage. 
That is it for this month’s 
fish report.

Prescribed Burn,  by Jojo (grade 5)
You may not be thinking about something hot in this 
cold snow, but take a moment to imagine you are 
walking through a sea of smoke choking on your own 
breath. Squirrels and deer running for their lives as 
unknown people set fire to your forest. Why are they 
doing this and killing habitat? Well, they are doing this 
because they are lighting a prescribed burn. 
Prescribed burns are a way to open up space and to 
lower the chance of a wildfire coming through and 
burning the whole forest. The prescribed burns are 
helping the habitat like burning dead trees, and then 
burning the dead trees on the ground.

Should we have more prescribed burns? Yes.  
Prescribed burns are good because they help the 
habitat improve since they burn hazards and they 
burn dead and fallen trees that are waiting to be 
burned. They also burn the bitterbrush shrubs which in 
a wildfire lights like a match making the fire spread 
really fast. The fires also burn all the grass and shrubs 
which cause a lot of smoke. Overall the prescribed 
fires that the USFS set in Camp Sherman this fall were 
a big help. 

Art Class by Joseph (grade 6)
Imagine you have a paint brush. You have it going 
swiftly and then all of a  sudden, you notice a 
mistake. Sometimes mistakes can be your friend. This 
is one of the many things we are learning in art class.  
When something happens unplanned, the outcome 
can be even better then what you originally thought. 
Unplanned mistakes can make you more creative 
and bring joy to your work. The teacher Jodi Shneider 
is very good at art. She said, “there is no wrong way 
to do art.” Rope (grade 7) says, “she is a good 
teacher.” 

Many of us students like art class. Ace (grade 5) says 
“It is fun.” We use water colors. We learn how to paint 
with them. Talon said, “art class is fun but I’m not very 
good at art.” I also like art class. It is fun, and I think it is 
educational. There are many ways to do art—just 
remember there is no wrong way to do art!

Ski & Ride, by Clover (grade 4)
Black Butte School has a tradition, that all of the 
students get to ski or snowboard at the amazing 
Hoodoo. “I like to snowboard,” said Scott, a 7th 
grader at BBS.  “I prefer to ski,” said Maddie a 4th 
grader. Our instructors are always super cool. The 

last two years I have had 
Brandon. He is the  best ski 
instructor. He would let us 
ride to the top of Hoodoo. 
Emily, another 7th grader 
said, “the top of Hoodoo is so 
magical”. We get to ski or 
snowboard every Friday for 
eight weeks plus a famly ski 
day on a extra Friday.Cross-country skiing from school

Here’s us freeing our salmon to the Metolius


