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M o n t h l y  N e w s l e t t e r

Black Butte School is a public K-8, two-room schoolhouse nestled in community of Camp Sherman, OR
To learn more about our programs contact Head Teacher, Delaney Sharp 541-595-6203

Invasive Species, by Daniel (grade 7)
What are invasive species? In this article, I 
explain what they are. There are many 
different invasive plants and animals. “So what 
are invasive species?” you may ask. Well, they 
are plants or animals from other places that 
take the resources of native plants or animals. 
Normally they are introduced into a specific 
area that was not contained and the plants 
spread. It’s not that fun when they get into 
your garden becuase you can try to get them 
out, but well, its not exactly a piece of cake to 
remove them.

There are more than just invasive plants and 
animals. There are also insects that are 
invasive. They often eat or kill the native insects by 
eating their food. Some are very pretty but deadly. 
Some will eat the plants or other bugs that live in their 
area, then when they run out of food they move to 
another area. There are also invasive mites, which 
get on native animals and kill them then they go on 
to find another host. The velvet mite, the bamboo 
mite, and the wood mite. 

The most invasive animal species is arguably the feral 
swine. They eat the food that native animals need to 
survive. They also attack any other animals that 
come in their territory.

Oregon State University Extension has a website 
where you can learn more about invasive species in 
Oregon. Go to: https://extension.oregonstate.edu/
pests-diseases/invasive-species

Math Class, by Lily  (grade 5)
I love math! It’s awesome. We have so 
much fun with problems and projects. 
Every week we have a “Problem Of The 
Week.” Each week it is a different 
problem. This week we had options. The 
options were you could fish, bake, or sing. 
I chose baking.

Our math teacher’s name is Ms. Steel. She 
is really nice. Ms. Steel has one daughter 
who is in 5th grade like me. This  is her 
third year teaching at BBS. She is a math 
nerd. She is very passionate about math 
and will do math problems for fun. 

This year we doing a quilt project that all of the school 
is helping with. The owner from the Stitch ‘n’ Post in 
Sisters is coming to help us make the quilt. She is very 
nice, and she is going to bring us fabric. We all have a 
lot of fun in math at school.

The Youth Fish Pond,  by Kellen (grade 6)
The Camp Sherman area is great for adults and young 
adults to fly fish, but there has never been that great 
of an area for younger kids. When people heard that 
the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) 
was making the youth fishing pond, many were 
excited for it, but they had to wait for a long time for 
it to open. When it opened, lots of people came 
flowing in to teach their kids how to fish.
The fish pond has been a lot of hard work, mostly by 
ODFW and schools. Some schools, like BBS, went to 
the fish pond as field trips to help. The first stage of 
building the pond was making the hole in the ground. 
Then they built the pipe that will open if there is 
overflow of water in the pond. Then ODFW had to fill 
up the pond with water from Cold Springs and 
transplant fish from the hachery in Camp Sherman. 
BBS helped plant aspen around the pond. It was lots of 
hard work. Then we helped make a riparian zone by 
planting sedges and rushes in the overflow area. The 
last project was taking out the weeds. The students all 
enjoy helping the fishing pond, getting our hands 
covered in dirt, and working just for the fun of it. 

Tayonna (grade 2) and her 
candy cane symmetry 

math project

BBS Youth Fish Pond projects: (left) planting sedges in fall 2018; 
(right) planting aspen in fall 2017


